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Abstract: The leading cause of death in pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) is right ventricular (RV)
failure (RVF). Reactive oxygen species (ROS) have been suggested to play a role in the development of
RV hypertrophy (RVH) and the transition to RVFE. The hydrogen peroxide-generating protein p66shc
has been associated with left ventricular (LV) hypertrophy but its role in RVH is unclear. The purpose
of this study was to determine whether genetic deletion of p66shc affects the development and/or
progression of RVH and RVF in the pulmonary artery banding (PAB) model of RV pressure overload.
The impact of p66shc on mitochondrial ROS formation, RV cardiomyocyte function, as well as on RV
morphology and function were studied three weeks after PAB or sham operation. PAB in wild type
mice did not affect mitochondrial ROS production or RV cardiomyocyte function, but induced RVH
and impaired cardiac function. Genetic deletion of p66shc did also not alter basal mitochondrial ROS
production or RV cardiomyocyte function, but impaired RV cardiomyocyte shortening was observed
following PAB. The development of RVH and RVF following PAB was not affected by p66shc deletion.
Thus, our data suggest that p66shc-derived ROS are not involved in the development and progression
of RVH or RVF in PAH.
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1. Introduction

Cardiac hypertrophy occurs as a result of a variety of heart diseases, including pulmonary arterial
hypertension (PAH). PAH increases right ventricular (RV) afterload, inducing—if prolonged—RV
hypertrophy (RVH). In the compensated state, RVH reduces RV wall stress, and thus energy demand,
and helps to maintain cardiac output. However, sustained pressure overload progresses into
pathological remodeling of the RV, leading to dilation and finally culminating in right ventricular
failure (RVF) [1].

Int. ]. Mol. Sci. 2020, 21, 9339; d0i:10.3390/ijms21249339 www.mdpi.com/journal/ijms


http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijms
http://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8122-7033
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6455-8765
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6093-4919
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3017-0476
http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/21/24/9339?type=check_update&version=1
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijms21249339
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/ijms

Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2020, 21, 9339 2 of 15

Reactive oxygen species (ROS) and their excessive production (oxidative stress) have been
suggested to play a role in RVH and remodeling [2,3]. While smaller amounts of ROS act as signaling
molecules and contribute to cardiac hypertrophy, oxidative stress contributes to the transition of
adaptive to maladaptive cardiac hypertrophy (maladaptive remodeling) and the development of
RVF [4-6].

Oxidative stress can induce cardiac dysfunction by activating p38 mitogen activated protein
(MAP) kinase pathways, by oxidative modification of contractile proteins, by disturbing metabolism
and the intracellular ion homeostasis, by damaging mitochondria, or by inducing cell death [6-10].
Therefore, ROS defense strategies are necessary to promote cell survival and maintain cellular function.
Indeed, antioxidants prevent the development of heart failure in several animal studies [11-13].

In the pressure overloaded RV, elevated ROS quantities mainly originate from nicotinamide
adenine dinucleotide phosphate (NADPH) oxidases and mitochondria [6]. Within the mitochondria,
ROS can be formed by different complexes of the electron transport chain (ETC) [6]. Increased ROS
release from complex II is suggested to be important for the transition from RVH to RVE. However,
besides the ETC, other enzymes also contribute to ROS formation under pathophysiological conditions
(for review, see [5]).

An additional protein contributing to mitochondrial ROS formation is the adaptor protein p66shc.
p66shc—together with p46shc and p52shc—is one of three isoforms encoded by the Shcl gene.
The three isoforms share a Src-homology domain (SH2), a collagen-homology region (CH1), and a
phosphotyrosine-binding domain (PTB). However, due to alternative promotor usage, p66shc contains
an additional N-terminal CH region (CH2), which includes the important phosphorylation site serine
36 (536). Under basal conditions, p66shc is predominantly located in the cytosol, but becomes
phosphorylated at S36 by kinases that are activated in response to various stress signals [14,15]. As a
result, p66shc translocates to the mitochondrial intermembrane space where it induces ROS formation.
Mitochondrial p66shc oxidizes cytochrome c and thereby catalyzes the reduction of oxygen to hydrogen
peroxide [16]. p66shc phosphorylation also negatively regulates the transcription of ROS scavenging
enzymes, such as manganese superoxide dismutase (MnSOD) and catalase [17,18]. Furthermore,
p66shc triggers cytosolic ROS formation by promoting the formation of an active NADPH oxidase
complex [19]. Accordingly, reduced levels of ROS in response to various stimuli are demonstrated in
different p66shc-deficient cell types and organs, including endothelial cells [20,21] and myocardial
tissue [22]. Moreover, the reduced production of ROS in p66shc-deficients cells is associated with
resistance to apoptosis [23].

p66shc protein amounts are high in neonatal, but low in adult cardiomyocytes. This is of relevance
since the molecular adaption of the heart to pressure overload is associated with the reactivation of
fetal genes. Indeed, induction of p66shc protein expression in the left ventricle (LV) upon hypertrophic
stimuli has been reported in vitro [24] and in vivo [25]. Hypertrophic stimuli also increase p66shc
S36-phosphorylation [24]. Moreover, the genetic deletion of p66shc prevents LV from hypertrophy
and apoptotic cell death [26]. However, there is growing evidence that the LV and the RV differ in
their ability to respond to pressure overload [27]. In fact, the RV has a reduced oxidative defense
capacity, which in turn could promote oxidative stress and thus the transition from RVH to RVE. So far,
no studies have been conducted to investigate the role of p66shc in the adaptation of the RV to pressure
overload. Therefore, the aim of the current study was to investigate the impact of p66shc-mediated
ROS formation on RV function and structure upon pulmonary artery banding (PAB) in mice.

2. Results

At the beginning of this study the genotype of p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice was confirmed.
Western blot analysis was performed for p66shc in LV tissue samples of wild type (WT) and p66KO mice.
Ponceau S staining served to demonstrate equal protein loading. A 66-kDa band, which corresponds
to the molecular weight of p66shc, was detected in the LV of WT, but not of p66KO mice (Figure S1).
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ROS formation was measured in mitochondria isolated from RV tissue of WT and p66KO mice
three weeks after PAB or sham operation using Amplex Ultra Red fluorescence. ROS production
was characterized without (basal) or with the complex I inhibitor rotenone (Figure 1). Basal ROS
formation did not differ between both genotypes, neither after sham operation nor after PAB surgery.
Treatment of isolated mitochondria with rotenone increased ROS production in all groups. However,
rotenone-induced ROS formation was significantly higher in RV mitochondria isolated from banded
WT mice than in sham-operated WT mice. This effect was not observed in mitochondria isolated from
banded p66KO RVs.
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Figure 1. ROS formation in mitochondria isolated from mice three weeks after pulmonary artery
banding (PAB) or sham surgery. (A) Basal and (B) rotenone-stimulated reactive oxygen species (ROS)
production in right ventricular (RV) mitochondria. ROS formation was measured as the slope of
Amplex Ultra Red fluorescence over time in arbitrary units (A.U.). Data are given for wild type (WT)
and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice three weeks after sham surgery (n = 4 and n = 5, respectively) and
for WT and p66KO mice three weeks after PAB (1 = 6 and n = 5, respectively). Data are expressed
as 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles with whiskers representing the total range. The dots represent the
individual data points. *: p < 0.05 vs. WT sham as analyzed by two-way ANOVA.

Subsequently, we investigated whether the deletion of p66shc impacts the function of RV cardiac
myocytes following three weeks of pressure overload or sham operation. The diastolic cell length
(Ldiast), the load-free cell shortening (quantified as percent shortening amplitude normalized to the
diastolic cell length of individual cells, dL/L) as well as the contraction- and relaxation velocities were
analyzed (Table 1). We did not detect differences in Ldiast of RV myocytes, neither between WT or
p66KO cells nor following PAB or sham operation. Similarly, contraction and relaxation velocities
were not affected following PAB in WT and p66KO cardiomyocytes. However, p66KO cardiomyocytes
displayed a significant reduction of dL/L after three weeks of PAB compared to WT cells (Table 1).

Table 1. Cell shortening of isolated right ventricular (RV) cardiomyocytes three weeks after
pulmonary artery banding (PAB) or sham surgery. Data show the diastolic cell length (Ldiast in
pum), contraction velocity (Con Vel in um/s), relaxation velocity (Rel Vel in pm/s) and load-free cell
shortening (dL/L in %) of isolated RV myocytes. Data are given for wild type (WT) and p66shc knockout
(p66KO) mice three weeks after sham surgery or PAB. Data are shown as means + SD from 101 cells
(WT sham), 153 cells (p66KO sham), 106 cells (WT PAB) and 131 cells (p66KO PAB), respectively (4 mice
each group). #: p < 0.05 vs. WT PAB as analyzed by two-way ANOVA.

RV Ldiast [um] Con Vel [um/s]  Rel Vel [um/s] dL/L [%]
sham WT 115.5 + 6.8 265 + 59 207 + 46 10.7 £ 2.0
sham p66KO 111.6 £ 8.9 259 + 34 242 + 32 9.7+12
PABWT 1132+ 9.6 288 + 67 240 + 61 113+ 1.8

PAB p66KO 113.7 + 8.6 256 + 80 255 + 92 94+£21#
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The hypertrophy and function of the RV were analyzed in WT and p66KO mice by hemodynamic
measurements and echocardiography three weeks after PAB or sham operation. Body weight (BW)
and heart rate (HR) were not different between WT and p66KO mice following PAB or sham
operation (Table 2).

Table 2. Body weight (BW) and hemodynamic values in mice three weeks after pulmonary artery
banding (PAB) or sham surgery. Data show the BW (in g), heart rate (HR in bpm) and systemic arterial
pressure (SAP in mmHg) of wild type (WT) and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice three weeks after
sham surgery or PAB. Data are shown as means + SD. Data for BW and HR were pooled from the
animals of all study groups (WT sham: n = 16, WT PAB: n = 15, p66KO sham: 1 = 15 and p66KO PAB:
n = 18, respectively). Data for SAP were obtained from the animals included in hemodynamic analysis
(WT sham: n = 6, WT PAB: n = 7, p66KO sham: n = 6 and p66KO PAB: nn = 9, respectively). Data were
compared by two-way ANOVA.

RV BW [g] HR [bpm] SAP [mmHg]
sham WT 28.6+33 513 + 45 737 + 83
sham p66KO 27232 486 + 57 655+ 15.5
PABWT 289 +3.1 502 + 48 715+ 9.5
PAB p66KO 26.6+22 470 + 50 67.7 +12.5

RV systolic pressure (RVSP) increased similarly in WT and p66KO mice following PAB (Figure 2A)
whereas systemic blood pressure (SAP) remained constant (Table 2). WT and p66KO mice developed
RV hypertrophy and dilatation of comparable degree after PAB as indicated by a similar increase in
the ratio of the RV weight over that of the LV and septum (RV/LV+ S ratio) (Figure 2B) and the ratio
of the RV to BW (RV/BW), as well as by enhanced RV wall thickness (RVWT) and RV inner diameter
(RVID) (Table 3). LV mass (in mg/g BW) was not affected by PAB surgery (WT PAB: 1.9 + 0.10, n =7 vs.
WT sham: 2.0 £ 0.13, n = 6, p = ns, and p66KO PAB: 1.9 + 0.26, n = 9 vs. p66KO sham: 1.8 + 0.21, n =6,
p = ns, respectively) and did not differ between WT and p66KO mice.
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Figure 2. Right ventricular systolic pressure (RVSP) and hypertrophy in mice three weeks after
pulmonary artery banding (PAB) or sham surgery. (A) RVSP (in mmHg) and (B) right ventricular
weight normalized to the left ventricle and septum weight (RV/LV + S ratio). Data are given for wild
type (WT) and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice three weeks after sham surgery (1 = 6 each group) and
for WT and p66KO mice three weeks after PAB (n = 7 and n = 9, respectively). Data are expressed
as 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles with whiskers representing the total range. The dots represent the
individual data points. *: p < 0.05 vs. WT sham and **: p < 0.05 vs. p66KO sham as analyzed by

two-way ANOVA.
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Table 3. Right ventricular weight and ventricular geometry in mice three weeks after pulmonary artery
banding (PAB) or sham surgery. Data show the right ventricular weight normalized to body weight
(RV/BW in mg/g), the right ventricular wall thickness (RVWT in mm) and the right ventricular inner
diameter (RVID in mm). Data are given for wild type (WT) and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice three
weeks after sham surgery (n = 6 each group) and for WT and p66KO mice three weeks after PAB (n =7
and n =9, respectively). Data are shown as means + SD. *: p < 0.05 vs. WT sham and **: p < 0.05 vs.
p66KO sham as analyzed by two-way ANOVA.

RV RV/BW [mg/g] RVWT [mm] RVID [mm]
sham WT 09+0.1 0.21 = 0.01 1.03 + 0.09
sham p66KO 0.8+0.1 0.20 + 0.01 1.04 + 0.08

PABWT 15+02* 0.42 +0.05 * 203 +0.14*

PAB p66KO 1.3 +0.3 ** 0.41 = 0.03 ** 1.94 + 0.28 **

Tricuspid annular plane systolic excursion (TAPSE)—a commonly used parameter of RV
function—as well as cardiac index (CI) were determined by echocardiography. Both parameters
decreased similarly in WT and in p66KO mice three weeks after PAB compared to sham operated
animals (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Cardiac function in mice three weeks after pulmonary artery banding (PAB) or sham surgery.
(A) Tricuspid annular plane systolic excursion (TAPSE, in mm) and (B) cardiac index (CI, in ml/min/g
BW). Data are given for wild type (WT) and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice three weeks after sham
surgery (n = 6 each group) and for WT and p66KO mice three weeks after PAB (n =7 and n =9,
respectively). Data are expressed as 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles with whiskers representing the total
range. The dots represent the individual data points. *: p < 0.05 vs. WT sham and **: p < 0.05 vs.
p66KO sham as analyzed by two-way ANOVA.

Prior to the analysis of ROS formation and cardiomyocyte function, RV weight and RV function
were also characterized by echocardiography before the isolation of mitochondria or cardiomyocytes,
respectively, in order to validate the extent of hypertrophy and the impairment of RV function three
weeks after PAB (Tables S1 and S2). Mice in these study groups developed a similar increase in RVWT
and showed reduced TAPSE and CI three weeks after PAB, again with no differences between WT and
p66KO mice.

To achieve a higher n-value for the statistical analysis of putative effects of the p66shc deletion
on the RV, data obtained by echocardiography were pooled from the animals of all study groups.
However, no differences were found in the development of RVH and the impairment of RV function
between WT and p66KO mice three weeks after PAB or sham operation (Table S3).
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Using echocardiography, accurate measurements of LV structure and function following PAB
are not possible due to significant impairment of LV shape caused by PAB-induced RV hypertrophy
and dilatation [28]. Therefore, LV structure and function were measured in sham operated WT and
p66KO mice only (Table S4). WT and p66KO mice displayed comparable LV mass, thickness of the
interventricular septum (IVS) and LV posterior wall (LVPW). However, LV inner diameter in the systole
(LVIDs) but not in the diastole (LVIDd) was increased, whereas fractional shortening (FS) was decreased
in p66KO mice compared to WT mice without affecting CI, confirming our previous data [29].

3. Discussion

The current study aims to clarify the role of p66shc in the development of RVH and RVF. The main
findings of this study are: (1) that RV pressure overload did not increase basal mitochondrial ROS
formation, but increased stress-induced ROS formation in a p66shc-dependent manner; (2) that
p66shc-deficient RV myocytes displayed an impaired load-free cell shortening following pressure
overload; and (3) that the development of RVH and RVF upon pressure overload was not affected by
the genetic deletion of p66shc.

p66shc contributes to ROS formation by the oxidation of cytochrome c and the catalyzed reduction
of oxygen to hydrogen peroxide (H,O;) [16]. In the present study, H,O, generation was similar
between RV mitochondria isolated from sham operated WT and p66KO mice. This finding is in line
with previous data showing that lipid peroxidation and tropomyosin oxidation as markers of oxidative
stress were comparable in isolated hearts of both genotypes [22]. However, others describe reduced
ROS levels in p66shc-deficient cells [30-32].

Also, similar ROS formation was detected in WT compared to p66KO mitochondria following
three weeks of PAB. There is evidence that mitochondrial ROS production is decreased in the
compensated state of RVH whereas the transition from RVH to RVF is associated with oxidative
stress [33]. The onset and timing of changes in ROS levels during RVH and RVF are not clearly defined
and differ within models and species. In a recent study using monocrotaline (MCT)-induced PAH
in rats, H,O, concentration in RV homogenates increased after one week following MCT-induced
pressure overload but returned to control values after two weeks and three weeks [34]. However,
increased ROS production due to enhanced activities of mitochondrial complex II and NADPH oxidase
were detected in RV tissue homogenates and isolated mitochondria 25 days after MCT-injection [6].
In the PAB model H,O;, but not superoxide (O,~) formation increases in the acute phase, i.e., 6 h
after surgery and returns to control values after 24 h, suggesting that H,O is the major ROS acutely
produced. NADPH oxidase inhibitor diphenyleneiodonium chloride diminished this increase and
therefore suggests that increased H,O, production following acute PAB is related to NADPH oxidase
4 activity [35]. However, a robust increase in O,~ was observed after three and four weeks of chronic
pressure overload induced by PAB [36,37].

In the presence of rotenone ROS formation was significantly higher in WT mitochondria after
PAB compared to mitochondria isolated from sham operated animals. Interestingly, this was not
true for mitochondria isolated from p66KO RV. Rotenone increases ROS formation by inhibiting the
electron transfer from complex I to ubiquinone [38]. The PAB-mediated increase in ROS production
following rotenone administration may indicate p66shc activity in WT mitochondria, since p66shc was
absent in p66KO mitochondria. Mitochondrial p66shc is associated within a high molecular inhibitory
complex under basal conditions but dissociates upon oxidative stress [39]. Thus, rotenone-induced ROS
formation may represent a sufficient stimulus to acutely activate mitochondrial p66shc contributing to
further ROS formation in WT mitochondria but not in mitochondria lacking p66shc. Alternatively,
the missing increase in PAB-mediated ROS production in p66KO mitochondria may be the consequence
of reduced ROS defense capacity due to p66shc-mediated downregulation of ROS-scavenging proteins
in WT but not in p66KO animals [40]. In fact, p66shc-deficient mice displayed a stronger resistance to
oxidative stress [23].
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In addition to mitochondrial p66shc also cytosolic p66shc contributes to ROS formation [19]. This in
turn can directly reduce cardiomyocyte function by oxidative modification of contractile proteins [41].
Therefore, we investigated whether p66shc deletion regulates the function of RV myocytes upon
pressure overload. It is accepted that a functional impact of hypertrophy is an increased contractility,
a common feature of patients with PAH [42] and of animals with pressure overload [43]. In our study,
RV myocytes from WT hearts showed a tendency towards increased contractility, as evidenced by
the increase in contraction velocity, relaxation velocity and load-free cell shortening. In a previously
published study, we have already described improved function of WT RV myocytes following three
weeks of PAB [44]. However, four weeks after PAB RV cardiomyocytes are significantly impaired in
their function, pointing towards decompensation of the RV at this time point [36].

p66shc-deficient and WT RV myocytes did not differ in their diastolic cell length, contraction,
and relaxation velocities. However, load-free cell shortening following PAB was reduced in RV
myocytes isolated from p66KO hearts compared to WT cardiomyocytes. Redox-sensitive amino
acids within the cardiac ryanodine receptor (RyR2) and the sarcoplasmic reticulum calcium ATPase
(SERCA) imply an association between the electromechanical coupling system and oxidative stress [45].
However, since mitochondrial ROS formation did not differ between both genotypes following PAB,
it is unlikely that the reduced load-free cell shortening mediated by p66shc deletion was related to
mitochondrial ROS.

LV structure and systolic function were characterized by echocardiography in WT and p66KO
mice three weeks after sham surgery. LV mass, SAP and HR were similar between the genotypes,
which confirm already published data by Graiani and coworkers [26,46]. Surprisingly, only few
studies investigated basal LV dimensions and LV volume in p66KO mice with controversial results.
One study reported LV dimensions comparable with WT mice along with decreased LV chamber
volume in p66KO mice [26]. Yet another study did not reveal any effect of the p66shc deficiency
on LV dimensions and volume [47], while our own previous analysis in WT and p66KO mice
confirmed the data of the present study [29]. The reasons for the discrepancy are unclear. However,
it is well known that tissue fixation affects significantly the cardiac parameters [48]. We believe
that the different methodological approaches (measurements in formalin-fixed hearts [26,47] versus
echocardiography-derived measurements (present study, [29,46]) may account for the discrepancy.
Further studies on larger number of animals are necessary to clarify this issue.

It is described that genetic deletion of p66shc prevents the LV from angiotensin II (Ang II)-induced
hypertrophy and apoptotic cell death [26]. In the aforementioned study the authors administered
Ang II chronically via osmotic pumps, therefore, the drug had the potential to act on both ventricles.
However, the RV did not develop hypertrophy indicating that the signaling pathways leading to
RVH may be different from that leading to LV hypertrophy (LVH). Also, hypertrophic pathways
induced by transverse aortic constriction (TAC) in the LV [49], were not activated in the RV following
PAB [50]. Differences in the hypertrophic signaling pathways in LV and RV tissue would explain
why common drugs to treat LV failure such as Ang II antagonists do not improve heart function in
patients with RVF [51,52]. In the present study we investigated whether p66shc, which contributes
to the development of LVH, also plays a role in RVH. In accordance with the previously published
experimental studies [44,53], we demonstrated that chronic pressure overload induced by PAB resulted
in RV hypertrophy, dilatation and impaired RV function. However, our data did not indicate differences
between WT and p66KO hearts regarding hemodynamic, functional, and morphological parameters
suggesting that p66shc deletion per se had no impact on the development of RV hypertrophy and
function upon pressure overload. Similarly, our recent work demonstrated that p66shc deletion does
not influence cardiac function in hypoxia-induced pulmonary hypertension [54]. Our previous data also
exclude a contribution for p66shc in myocardial ischemia/reperfusion injury and the protection from it
by ischemic preconditioning, both conditions in which ROS play important roles [55]. Taken together,
our data show that p66shc does not contribute to the development and progression of pressure
overload-induced RVH three weeks after PAB. Since the RV is derived from a different embryonic
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origin than the LV and there are indications that the pro-hypertrophic signaling pathways differ, at least
in part, between both ventricles, our findings may suggest that p66shc is either not activated at all in
the RV upon pressure overload or its activation occurs at a time point when p66shc is not of relevance
for the fate of the RV.

4. Study Limitations

The development of RVH and RVF upon PAB is a continuous process that can activate different
signaling molecules in a time-dependent manner. In our study, we analyzed only one time point,
i.e., three weeks after PAB or sham operation, where p66shc fails to influence RV hypertrophy and
function. The investigation of the analyzed parameters at different time spans may reveal other results
regarding the role of p66shc in RVH and RVE. In the present study we could not support or rule out
pb6shc activation—as indicated by phosphorylation at S36 or by the mitochondrial translocation of the
protein—after PAB surgery in WT mice. Also, putative effects of p66shc on mitochondrial function,
i.e., oxygen consumption, expression, and activities of complexes of the ETC or of biogenetic factors
were not addressed. Recent work provides evidence that p66shc expression and activation positively
correlates with elevated mitochondrial oxidative phosphorylation in the central nervous system [56]
and in cultured mouse embryos [57]. Cardiac fibrosis is a major factor in heart remodeling and the
development of hypertrophy influences cardiac function. However, the present study does not address
whether or not p66shc is implicated in the development of RV cardiomyocyte hypertrophy and fibrosis
following PAB. Therefore, the role of p66shc on RV hypertrophy and fibrosis after RV pressure overload
remains unclear.

5. Materials and Methods

5.1. Animals and Ethical Concerns

The present study conforms to the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals published
by the US National Institutes of Health (NIH publication No. 85-23, revised 1996) and was approved
by the “Regierungsprasidium Giesen” (GI 20/10 Nr. 40/2011 (permission granted 16th May 2012);
GI 20/1 Nr. 91/2017 (permission granted 12th February 2018)). In the study, 15-43 weeks old male
C57Bl6/] mice (25-30 g, Janvier, Le Genest-Saint-Isles, France) and p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice
were used. The p66KO mice were generated in the laboratory at the European Institute of Oncology
(Milan, Italy) by Marco Giorgio [23]. Mice were kept in dark/light cycles of 12 h each and had free
access to standard chow and drinking water.

5.2. Pulmonary Artery Banding (PAB) In Vivo

Analgesic buprenorphine hydrochloride (Temgesic®, 0.1 mg/kg, Sigma-Aldrich, Steinheim,
Germany) was given subcutaneously 30 min prior to surgery. Anaesthesia was initiated by isoflurane
3-4% and maintained by isoflurane 1.5-2.5% supplemented with 100% oxygen. Afterwards, mice were
intubated and mechanically ventilated using a mouse ventilator MiniVent type 845 (Hugo Sachs
Elektronik, March-Hugstetten, Germany), while placed on a heating surface. After left anterolateral
thoracotomy via the second intercostal space, a small titanium clip (Hemoclip®, Edward Weck &
Co., Inc., Research Triangle Park, NC, USA) was placed around the pulmonary trunk with a specially
modified hemoclip applier in order to produce a 65-70% constriction of the pulmonary artery. The chest
and afterwards the skin were closed with 6.0 prolene sutures. Sham operated mice underwent the
same procedure without applying the hemoclip. In total, 31 WT and 33 p66KO mice were subjected to
surgery for this study. The design of the study is shown in Figure 4.
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| I

day 1 day21 day22
genotype PAB/sham surgery
WT n=4 n=6 echo ROS
WT n=4 n=4 echo CM function
WT n=7 n=6 echo hemo/ weight
p66KO n=5 n=5 echo ROS
p66KO n=4 n=4 echo CM function
p66KO n=9 n=6 echo hemo/ weight

Figure 4. Design of the study. In total 31 wild type (WT) and 33 p66shc knockout (p66KO) mice
were subjected to pulmonary artery banding (PAB) or sham surgery. Three weeks later, all animals
were subjected to an echocardiographic (echo) evaluation. The following day, either the formation of
mitochondrial reactive oxygen species (ROS) or cardiomyocyte (CM) function was examined. The mice
were further subjected to hemodynamic (hemo) measurements with subsequent determination of the
ventricular weights.

5.3. Echocardiography

Vevo2100 high-resolution imaging system equipped by 30-MHz transducer (VisualSonics,
Toronto, ON, Canada) was used to perform transthoracic echocardiography three weeks after
operation. Anaesthesia was initiated with 3—4% isoflurane and maintained with 2-3% isoflurane in
oxygen. For in vivo heart function evaluation, the right ventricular wall thickness, right ventricular
internal diameter, tricuspid annular plane systolic excursion, left ventricular end-diastolic internal
diameter, left ventricular end-systolic diameter, end-diastolic interventricular septum wall thickness,
and end-diastolic left ventricular posterior wall thickness, fractional shortening of the left ventricle,
and cardiac index were measured as described before [50,58]. Heart rate was monitored by taping all
legs to ECG electrodes. Calculations were performed offline with the software Vevo LAB.

5.4. Invasive Hemodynamic Measurement

Hemodynamic measurements were conducted under anesthesia three weeks after PAB or
sham operation.

The animals were anaesthetized with 3-4% isoflurane in oxygen and ventilated with a rodent
ventilator (Harvard Apparatus, Holiston, MA, USA). Maintenance of anesthesia was done with
2-3% isoflurane supplemented with oxygen. The mice were laid supine on a heating platform with
three legs taped to electrocardiogram electrodes for monitoring of heart rate. A rectal thermometer
(Indus Instruments, Houston, TX, USA) was used to control the body temperature. The heating pad
helped to keep the body temperature at 36.5-37.5 °C. Invasive hemodynamic measurements were
performed using a micro pressure catheter (Millar instruments, Houston, TX, USA). The right jugular
vein was cannulated for measurement of RV systolic pressure. Systemic arterial pressure was measured
via the right carotid artery.

5.5. RV Hypertrophy Assessment

Separation of right ventricular wall from left ventricular wall and ventricular septum was done.
After heart hypertrophy measurements, the right ventricular wall, left ventricular wall, and septum
were fixed in formalin (3.5-3.7%), dehydrated, and finally paraffin embedded to determine dry weights.

5.6. Isolation and Culture of Adult Mouse Ventricular Cardiomyocytes

Right ventricular cardiomyocytes were isolated separately from WT and p66KO mice as described
in detail elsewhere [59]. After deep anesthesia with isoflurane (4-5%), hearts were excised from
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the chest cavity, transferred rapidly to ice-cold saline, and immediately mounted on the cannula of
Langendorff perfusion system. Heart perfusion and next steps were all done at 37 °C. Perfusion of
the heart was performed with the non-circulating mode until 5 mL of perfusate passed the heart
(perfusate in mmol/L: NaCl 110, KH,PO4 1.2, KC1 2.5, MgSO4 1.2, NaHCOj3 25, glucose 10). Afterwards,
perfusion was continued with recirculation of 50 mL of the perfusate supplemented with 20 mg
collagenase and 25 uM CaCl, with a drop velocity of 1 drop/s. Ventricular tissue was minced after
25 min and incubated in 5mL of the recirculating medium for 5 min. The prepared suspension was
filtered through a 200 um nylon mesh, washed four times following centrifugation (1 min, 25 g) and
resuspended in the perfusate, in which the concentration of CaCl, was increased gradually (125 pM,
250 uM, 500 uM, and 1000 uM). Afterwards, the cell pellet was resuspended in serum-free culture
medium (medium 199 with Earle’s salts, 15> mM HEPES, 5 mM creatine, 2 mM L-carnitine, 5 mM
taurine, 100 IU/mL penicillin, and 100 pg/mL streptomycin). Cells were plated on 35 mm cell culture
dishes (Falcon, type 3001) which were pre-coated with laminin (5 ug/mL). After 45 min, cell cultures
were washed with the serum free medium to remove non-attached and round cells. Cells were used
within the next two hours.

5.7. Load-Free Cell Shortening

Cell contraction determination was carried out at room temperature and analyzed using a
cell-edge-detection system as previously described [60]. Stimulation of cells was done via two AgCl
electrodes with biphasic electrical stimuli made of two equal but opposite rectangular 50 V stimuli of
0.5 ms duration. A voltage of 2 Hz for a duration of 1 min was chosen for the stimulation of each cell.
Contractions were recorded after every 15 s. The mean of four measurements at a given frequency was
used to calculate the cell shortening of each cell. A line camera (data recording at 500 Hz) was used to
measure cell lengths. Cells were used in M199 with an extracellular calcium concentration of 1.25 mM.

5.8. Isolation of Mitochondria

To study ROS formation, subsarcolemmal (SSM) mitochondria were isolated from right ventricles.
The isolation protocol is based on the previously described protocol of Boengler et al., 2009 [61].
All steps were performed at 4 °C. Right ventricles were washed in buffer A (100 mM KCl, 50 mM
3-[N-Morpholino]-propanesulfonic acid (MOPS), 5 mM MgSO,, 1 mM ATP, 1 mM EGTA, pH 7.4),
weighed, the tissue was minced in a drop of buffer A on a slide using a scalpel and was then
disrupted with a Potter-Elvejhem tissue homogenizer. The homogenate was centrifuged for 10 min at
800 g. The resulting supernatant, which contained the SSM, was centrifuged for 10 min at 8000x g.
The sedimented mitochondria were washed in buffer A and were resuspended in a small volume of
buffer A without ATP.

5.9. Reactive Oxygen Species (ROS) Formation

ROS formation was measured as described previously [31]. Twentyfive microgram of isolated
mitochondria were transferred to incubation buffer (125 mM KCI, 10 mM Tris-MOPS, 1.2 mM MgCl,,
1.2 mM KH,POy, 20 uM EGTA, pH 7.4) supplemented with 5 mM glutamate and 2.5 mM malate,
50 uM Amplex UltraRed (Invitrogen, Eugene, OR, USA), and 0.1 U/mL horseradish peroxidase.
The fluorescence was measured continuously for 5 min with a Cary Eclipse spectrophotometer
(Agilent Technologies, Santa Clara, CA, USA) at the excitation/emission wavelengths of 565/581 nm,
respectively. As positive control served control mitochondria supplemented with 6.25 uM of the
complex I inhibitor rotenone. Background fluorescence of the buffer without mitochondria was
subtracted and the slope of the increase of fluorescence in arbitrary units/time (1.5 min) was calculated.

5.10. Western Blot Analysis

Left ventricular tissue sections were lysed in 1 X Cell Lysis buffer (25 mM Tris, 150 mM NaCl,
1 mM EDTA, 1% NP-40, 5% glycerol, pH 7.4) supplemented with 1X PhosStop and Complete inhibitors
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(Roche, Basel, Switzerland) as well as 1 pM neocuproine. Protein concentration was determined
using the Lowry assay. Ten microgram proteins were electrophoretically separated on 10% Bis/Tris
gels and proteins were transferred to nitrocellulose membranes. After staining membranes with
Ponceau S, membranes were blocked and incubated with rabbit polyclonal anti-human/rat SHC
antibodies (BD Biosciences). After washing and incubation with the respective secondary antibodies,
immunoreactive signals were detected by chemiluminescence (SuperSignal West Femto or SuperSignal
West Pico Chemiluminescent Substrate, ThermoFisher, Waltham, MA, USA).

5.11. Statistical Analysis

Data presented in the figures were expressed as boxplots with 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles,
with whiskers representing the total range and with dots represent the individual data points.
Data presented in the tables were expressed as means + SD. A p-value < 0.05 is considered to indicate
a significant difference. Data were analyzed by two-way ANOVA, following Bonferroni corrections
or by t-test. The program SigmaStat 3.5 (Systat, Software GmbH, Erkrath, Germany) was used for
statistical analysis.

6. Conclusions

Taken together, we demonstrated that mitochondrial ROS formation was unaffected by p66shc
deletion following three weeks of pressure overload. Accordingly, cell and heart function of p66KO
animals were not different from that of WT animals three weeks after PAB and we conclude that p66shc
is not involved in the development and progression of RVH induced by PAB surgery.
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CI cardiac index
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dL/L load-free cell shortening
echo echocardiographic
hemo hemodynamic

HR heart rate

Ldiast diastolic cell length

LV left ventricle

MAP mitogen activated protein
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p66KO p66shc knockout

PAB pulmonary artery banding

PAH pulmonary arterial hypertension
Rel Vel relaxation velocity

ROS reactive oxygen species

RV right ventricle

RV/(LV +5S) right ventricular weight normalized to the left ventricle and septum weight

RV/BW right ventricular weight normalized to body weight
RVF right ventricular failure

RVH right ventricular hypertrophy

RVID right ventricular inner diameter

RVSP right ventricular systolic pressure

RVWT right ventricular wall thickness

RyR2 cardiac ryanodine receptor

SAP systemic arterial pressure

SD standard deviation

TAC transverse aortic constriction

TAPSE tricuspid annular plane systolic excursion

MnSOD manganese superoxide dismutase

NADPH nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide phosphate

ETC electron transport chain

shc spontaneous human combustion

SERCA sarcoplasmic reticulum calcium ATPase

WT wild type
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